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Nov. 12: A draft resolution submitted to the UN General Assembly by Cuba's ambassador Ricardo
Alarcon calls for termination of the US economic embargo. Panama, Angola, Iraq, North Korea,
Libya, Laos and Vietnam agreed to participate in the debate, scheduled to begin Nov. 13. In Havana,
foreign journalists were told by 27 Cuban dissidents that they had requested consideration by the
UN General Assembly of "massive and institutionalized violation of political and civil rights in
Cuba." In statements published by the ABC newspaper in Madrid, Spain, International Christian
Democrat president Eduardo Fernandez expressed support for lifting the economic embargo
against Cuba. He said, "Trade...will promote the opening of the Cuban economy and an increase
in freedom and democratic space." Nov. 13: A request by Cuban ambassador Alarcon to postpone
until 1992 debate and voting on the resolution to end the embargo was approved by the UN General
Assembly. Alarcon said Washington had unleashed a "frenetic campaign of intimidation, threats
and pressure" against Havana's potential supporters. Nov. 14: At a press conference in New York,
Alarcon said he had received a document signed by 10,000 Cubans residing in Miami condemning
the US embargo. Nov. 15: According to an article published by the Christian Science Monitor, Cuba
is gaining sympathy in Latin America due to Washington's intransigence. Colombian Ambassador
to Mexico Julio Cesar Sanchez Garcia said, "The cold war is over and the strategy of economic
blockade is reminiscent of the political realities of another era." The Monitor cited the example of
a campaign recently announced by the masked figure "Superbarrio" who champions the causes of
the poor in Mexico City to collect make-up and earrings as a "present to the women of Cuba who are
unable to obtain these things due to the US embargo." Another campaign in Mexico is directed at
collecting money to ship 5,500 barrels of oil to the island in January. Nov. 19: Venezuelan President
Carlos Andres Perez told reporters in Brasilia that he is leading a movement among Latin American
nations to reintegrate Cuba into the Latin American community. Perez said, "Cuba must begin a
process of democratization, and the US must end its 30-year economic blockade against the island
which symbolizes the non-existent cold war." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/12-14/91; Notimex,
11/13-15/91; Spanish news service EFE, 11/12/91, 11/13/91, 11/16/91, 11/19/91)
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